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We are announcing the Fall Meeting of the Missouri Association of Physics Teachers (MAPT), scheduled 
for Saturday, October 25, 2014, at St. Louis College of Pharmacy (STLCOP) in St. Louis.  The MAPT 
welcomes physics teachers and students at all levels and types of institutions, including high schools, 2-
year colleges, 4-year colleges, and universities.  This reflects the membership of our parent organization, 
the American Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT).  MAPT will collect a registration fee of $10 at the 
meeting. 
 
We are also inviting the St. Louis Association of Physics Teachers (SLAPT) to join us.   From their website 
(http://slapt.org), “SLAPT exists to provide a local support network for physics teachers in the St. Louis 
area. Through our meetings and newsletters we share ideas, knowledge, and experience to help each 
other improve physics education and to provide special opportunities for our students.” 
 
 

Call for Papers – Oral Presentations and Poster Presentations 
 
This is a Call for Papers to be given at the meeting.  Traditionally, MAPT presentations are on topics 
related to teaching, research, and teaching education research.  At this meeting there will be an 
emphasis on topics in the area of Introductory Physics for the Life Sciences (IPLS).  This area is a 
relatively new addition to AAPT, with sessions being held during the last several years at the national 
meetings and a special IPLS conference held in March 2014.  We will have an invited talk given by a new 
physicist at STLCOP, Dr. Juan Rodriguez, who has worked in the area of biophysics for many years.  Here 
is a title and description of his talk: 
 

Title:  You Too Can Do Biophysics 
Description:  The new MCAT format, which calls for competencies in how 
physics relates to the life sciences, is driving a demand for introductory physics 
courses with a greater biophysics focus.  Biophysics is also an enticing area of 
research that many departments wish to add.  Despite the demand, many 
members of the physics community are reluctant to teach biophysics-related 
courses, or to undertake biophysics research projects, for fear they are 
unprepared to bridge biology and physics.  Here I will share personal 
experiences, mine and those of others, which will hopefully allay those fears 
and demonstrate that you too can do biophysics. 

 
We welcome presentations on other topics as well.  Oral presentations and poster presentations will be 
accepted.  Deadline for abstracts is October 17, 2014.  This deadline should allow us time to assemble 
and email the schedule prior to the meeting.  Abstracts are limited to 200 words.  Include names and 
addresses of all authors, and underline the name of the presenter.   
 

http://slapt.org/


The time allowed for each oral presentation will depend on the number of submissions, but usually are 
set at 15 to 20 minutes. The classroom technology at STLCOP allows for notebook computers to be 
connected with the projection system, or you can bring your presentation on a flash drive and use a 
computer in the room.  If you have any hands-on materials, items for demonstration purposes, and/or 
examples of lab equipment, you are encouraged to bring them as well. 
 
For poster presentations, there will be display boards available for you to attach your poster (push pins 
will be provided).  Please limit the size of your poster to 4 ft by 4 ft (not sure of this).   
 
 

Campus Location 
 
The meeting will be held in Jones Hall on the STLCOP campus, with parking available in the STLCOP 
parking garage.  Directions to STLCOP and the garage can be found at the following link: 
http://stlcop.edu/mapanddirections/.  There is quite a bit of construction going on in the area (and even 
on STLCOP’s campus).  The entrance to the garage is on Children’s Place.  When entering the garage, 
push the call button to speak to security, who will then open the gate to let you into the garage. 
 
A convenient place to stay while in St. Louis is The Parkway Hotel.  It is only a few steps north of campus 
(see map, although it says Parkview Hotel) and is centrally located near many attractions in the St. Louis 
area.  More information can be found at the following link:  http://theparkwayhotel.com/ . 
 
 

Other 
 
MAPT meetings usually run from 8:00 a.m. to early afternoon, depending on how many talks are given 
and how much time is needed for the poster presentations.  A continental breakfast and a box lunch will 
be provided.  A more detailed schedule will be sent by email closer to the meeting date. 
 
Please RSVP to Ms. Katherine Burleson (katherine.burleson@stlcop.edu ), Administrative Assistant for 
the Basic Sciences Department, so that we have an accurate count for food service.  Also, submit 
abstracts to Ms. Burleson, and indicate whether it is an oral presentation or a poster presentation.    
 
Please forward this email to any other colleagues that you think would be interested.  If you have any 
questions, don’t hesitate to contact Ms. Burleson or me.  I look forward to seeing you on the STLCOP 
campus on October 25. 
 
 
Richard P. McCall, PhD 
President, Missouri Association of Physics Teachers 
Chair, Department of Basic Sciences 
Professor of Physics 
St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
4588 Parkview Place 
St. Louis, MO  63110 
314-446-8473 
Richard.McCall@stlcop.edu 
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